e aPIL

25X1

Approved For ﬁTease%G%GlA-RBﬂSO-00926AOOG7OOGSOOO1-7

(SN T TG A7

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

INFORMATION REPORT 25X1

oo

.COUNTRY Bulgaria

‘SUBJECT Flementary School Education: Hiring of Teachers/
Curriculum/Working Conditicns for Teachers/Teache)
in Chelopechene

25X1

DATE DISTR. 49 Jan 54

NO. OF PAGES 6

TH1S DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE
OF THE UNITED STATES. WITHIN THEMEANING OF TITLE 18, SECTIONS 793
AND 794. OF THE U.S. CODE. AS AMENDED. |TS TRANSMISSION OR REVE- NO. OF ENCLS.

LATION OF ITS CONTENTS TO OR RECEIPT BY AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS

SUPP. TO
THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 25X1 REPORT NO.

Hiring of Elementary School Teachers

"There 1s an scute shortage of elewentary school teachers in Bulgaria due to a lack of
candidates. For thisz reason meny returned teachers are still teaching in the schools. It
is also very easy to get a teaching job.

"Tegchers are hired by District People's Soviets. Awybody who has completed a secon
school (Gymnasium) can get a job as a temporsry teacher. The students in pedagori
gymnasiums are asked before thelr final examinations if they intend to bhecou. tu -
If they say yes;they are immediately assigned to a school as regular heaciars. 25X1
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At the begloning of the school year a curriculum is sent ) i

from the District People's Soviet in which the subjects to be taught during the yesr are
-enumerated. Otherwise no detailed plans ov instructions are ever given. [ |

I | | : ]
25X1

"The school hsd seven grades. There wers sbout 220 pupils, boys and girls, and eight '

teachers. In addition there was & kindergarten with one teacher, who was subordinated to 25X1

the director of the school. She received her salsry from the school but was under the cone

trol of another school inspector. . 25X1

]
"The school served two villages. Some of the ohildren lived two op three Kilometers away.
The lessons started st 9 am. Every wachm* upor his arrival had to sign his name in an
attendance book and then procesd to his cluss. Usually the teachers had four segular hours
in their respective classes and one to two sdditional hours in other classes, The teaching
pericd lasted 45 minutes after which there was s 10-mi nuate break. In the afterncon every 25X1
teacher was obliged to come to the school to prepare himself for the next day ¥ lessons.[___ | 25)(1
| The children were in school usually Trom
1y spring to late autumn they wers also helwiaz their
2% Lor homework. For that reascn thon: was a
b no outside requirement...

nine am. TO noon or one pl., From e
parents in the fields and had littls t
tendency to teach children entirely at school 5 Witk

"Every teacher is ohliged 't‘;b kesp a special note book, in which he enters the plan, Plan
Skitsa, for the month with un outline of the mstevisl he wanbs to teach, planning how much
time he will give to lectures and bow much o training his ruplls. Then he enters in this
note.book = plan for each day anl esch hour. He alsc notes what kind of pedagogical
methods he will use., From bime to time ihe direntor of the school comes to the clssses
and checks if the 'Flan® is reslized sapd in what waye. Occaslonally the ingpector from the
District Soviet arrives st the school spector informs a teacher in
advance when be will viait his class snd 65 8 I listens to the lesson. At
the end he may question the {_!upl EECIN m ped‘cw checks the "Plan' and
makes comments. After his ; t,he Department of Bducation in
the District People's Soviet t, nobdr ¢ M,b.e teachers. If during such a vigit
a teacher gets a bad mork, be w - eoatrolied by the ingpector.

"Bach district is divided into gever gl oz ong (Rayon), usually four tc five.
Two or three times a month thers ave sy 35 u““f' teachers., At such conf

the teachers attend & lesson given by oue L 1 1he'z dl""‘lm;‘ Wi
of the teachers from the school where n,he c,Jma ;
subjects & discussion then follews. - . AL
fPrenoe' is decided.,

Loy ir the goecallszd 3
s :The eduestionyl aﬁa XL,
18t gpecify in advance what h
poiuts of view.

Every school teacher, 1n preparing
the purpose of the Lesvon. He 71
Logieal and pditical; and the sclentdific.’
to say from the educationsal, polit

"The ideological and political factor must always be sitressed no mebter what the guoioot.

Take a geographical lesson:

2) The teacher always starts from the northe » drontier of T%qu*av'la., the Denube. He ghows
the river and the whole fromtier and e that nox the Danmube lies Rumania.
At this point he deviates from the loz: son of geograochy mul starts the pelitical indoc-
trination. He asks the children wh rumanie iaz celled a "Peoplets Republict. fThe
children have alresdy been taught this end answer that it means that Rumenia is not a
kingdom or asnything else but a frepublic of peopls’, a 'People's Republicts Then the

teacher asks when Rumania became & ‘Peoplet!s Republict!. Here he must stress the
help of the SovietiArmy in estal tlishing The Rumanian republic, Then the teacher returns
25X1
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to geography snd shows thé further flow of the Damube. Again he stresses which of the
- ad jacent or nearby countries are also Tpeoples® republics's .

) Then the teacher may pass 1o a description of the Eastern fr(%% er. He explains that
on this side Bulgaria has frontiers with Rumanis, the USSR /an key. Here the teacher
devotes much of the lesson to s description of the USSR. He must explein the origin of
the name of the USSR and stress the role in the struggle for ‘peacet.

‘Passing to Turkey the teacher must stress that 1t is not a peopleat republic but a
tbourgeols® republic. The children already know that in such & republic there asre the
rich who rule while the poor are suffering. The teacher must exnplaln, for example, that
the factories belong not to the pecple but Lo individual owners, which means that
hundreds of people have to work hard while one rich individusl exploits them. He also
must say that peasants are tied to the land which belongs to rich landowners and that
they are real slaves. He must say that the culture of the Turks is much neglected;
children cannot attend schools but from an early age must work for the rich. In addition
the teacher must say that Turkey belongs %o the camp of imperislistic countries.

~

)} The teacher will say the same about (reece as about Turkey. In addition he must mention
the Greek pertisans and their fight for liberation. He must stress that the Greek peo-
Ple aré¢ in sympathy with the USSR but are now in US slavery. . :

) After describing the Western froutiers of Bulgaria the teacher must ssy that Yugosliavia
was liberated by the Soviet army along with Bulgaris znd the other peoples!? Lics,
that first she entered the romd of demceracy end progress, bub labter it apvcar.
Tito had been a US agent and the tool of Western imperialists. He throws innocent
people into prison; he murders decent Commmists; be sells out Yugoslavia to the US.
The teacher must stress that the Yugoslav people ere for the USSR but that Tito grasped
the power by a coup and now leads Yugoslevia agalnst democrecy.

) At the end the teacher must describe the conditions on Bulgsrian frontiers. On the
Rumanien frontier he must say,there i peace and silence. On the other frontiers
there are still shootiugs because the Vimperialists® try 1o send sples and saboteurs
into Bulgaria. At this point the teacher mnst speslk briskiy ebout the service and
fidelity of Bulgarian frontier guerds. Ceography is a subject teught in all grades of
_elementary school. Lessons about Bulgerisn froptiers ere always conducted in the
manner prescrihed above.,

An arithmetic lesson in the second grade wmey proceed as follows:

) The teacher writes, for example, an exercise ou the boacd with figures taken from thoe
achlevements of a collective farm or state enterprise. He may write that a o
tive farm produced in a certain year 200 tons of graln, that it deliverad 20 %
the state for the price of 20,000 Leva per ton. How much m il : i
receive from the state and how many tons of grafn will be

) One of the pupils reads slouwd the question. The tsocher ssks the children f Unere ls
anything in the exercise they don't lersh the teacher sterts to explain
that the name of 'cooperative collec
Zemledelsko Stopanstvo) derives from its own

»ship by those wie work on it {*ir
hence the neme 'Trudovo'). Then he asks when such collective farms cane into belir
Here he must explain that it happened after the Communist coup of § September 1Gbh,

) The pupil tries to solve the guestion., He is asked by the tescher if a privately=owned
farm is able to produce as much as a collective farm. Hers = the pupil or the tescher
himself must answer 'no' and explsin why. The teacher explaing that state de-
liveries are very small and that with this food the state mush feed the army, the
peoplel's militia and all other citizens who are not farwers. Finally he explains what
the collective farm does with grain left 4o its use. He says that it covers its own
needs and pays those who sre working on the farm.

B
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"atories in children's textbooks are mainly about partisans, uprisings and sbout the life
in capitalistic countries. The textbook for the gecond grade of elemeatary gschools cone
tains, for example, a letter from a certain Mrr. Gluseppe, a US negress, to her friend in
Bulgaria. She writes that she bas to live in & small room in the cellar of a large building,
that she cennot go to the movies in New York, or to public parks and other places fre-
guented by the whites., She describes her misery and enslavement. An illustration is
added to this textea shocking drawing showing an emsciated child in some rags standing in
a (ilepidated rcom. The rest of the story belongs to the teacher. ke must explain that
theive are large bulldings in America, but that the vast majority of people live in ubter
misery, in the cellars of these buildings, thet Negroes are maltreated, ete. Then he must
say how well the Negroes are living in the USSR and how well cared for are the children

in the USSR.

"School. textbocks are changed every two years and are adapted to the current needs and
propaganda line of the Party. During the period 1948 to 1950 the main theme in the
textbooks was the nationalization of industry. Then the general theme was switched o
the problems of workers, state enterprises, work competition drives and colliectivizabtion
of land.

"Among the changes in Bulgarian elementsry schools in recent years is a new method of
teaching children to read and write. Formerly they were taught to recognize single
letters from which, first simple, and then graduvally more complicated words were builf.
Now, the ogpposite method has been introduced: the children are acquainted first with
words, and then, after splitting them, with single Jetters

"Also new note books have been introduced. Instead of the 0ld notebooks wi b Lorizonial
lines the Soviet type notebooks are used. Apart from horizontal lines thf,;y also have
'squint lines' under 60 degrees, In the rhombg thus formed the children draw {not write}
single letters.

"Another innovaetion is the ruling that the children in the first grade mush use pens lo-
stead of pencils. This results in the children being often gtained with ink.

"The syllabus is now wider then formerly. In the geventh grade, for exsmple, the beu
of algebra and zoology has been introduced. These subjects wers formerly taught only
secondary schools (gymnasiums). The Russian language has been introduced and is oblig
in the fifth, sixth and seventh grades. There were plans to gtart it from the third g
It is a subject which is teken very seriously; For children it is, apart from mathemst
the mogt difficult subject.

"Membership of the Septemvr Iytche organization was formerly compulsory for all scheo?
children. In 1952 a new regulation eliminated the first and second grade ohi
this compulsion. This organization had no special activities in the Tholoroonona aeb
It was mainly engaged in accepting new menbers and expelling others.

"Menbership in the Bulgarisn-Soviet Friendship Socioty is g
from the sixth and seventh grade on, all teachers, officimls of ‘the
Soviet officials of the collective farm mmnagements and post office
from these groups few other citizens belong to the fociety.

Working Conditions for Teachers

"“The only pedagogic textbooks which teachers mush follow are the Soviet btextbooks |
(fnu) Goncharov and (fnu) Kairov. In the 1951.52 school year the temchers in Bul
elementary schools were cobliged to learn from the textbook by Kairov. ¥Yhe director
of each school was personally responsible for this. | |all teachers muhelﬁd
every second day for two hours to study from that textbook. However, everybody realized
that it would be imposgible at that rate to finish the book within one year. Therefore
they came to the school for the study daily for one and a half to two bours. AL these

meetings one of the teachers read the text, while the others listened. Then there was

a discussion, or one of the teache .. spoke Ffirst on a particular topic based on the fext

of the book.
| | 25X 1
CONFIDENTIE .

Approved For Release 2003/12/02 : CIA-RDP80-00926A006700660001-7



Approved For Release 2003/12R05 | CIA-RDP80-00926A006700660001-25X 1

CONF:J'DENJ,JM
| S s
“Two spécial pericdicals in Bulgerian are published for teachers! 'Uchitelsko Delo' and

'Uchitelska Praktiks'.

"Apart from his work in the school the teacher in Bulgaria is obliged to participate in
various other activites, In 1951-52 hed to participete in the following:
committee for gathering donations for Korea, commitiee for esteblishing a library in the
village, the Bulgarisn-Soviet Friendship Society, etc. Teachers are also obliged to
arrange various meetings and deliver spezches. They are greatly overworked. ‘

"The wages are unsatisfactory. | |only 10,000 old Leva per month as a
permanent teacher and an edditiomal 2,000 Leve per month for the five sdditional hours
per week. The director earned 16,000 Leva per month, and two old teachers earned 14,000
Leva each., The smallest salary went to a woman teacher who earned only 8,000 Leva.

The Jjanitor earned 7,500 leva. Another janitor who cames to clean the school but was
not on permanent duty got 6,000 Leva. (me per cent of the salary was deducted for some
fund, From teachers who were over 21, five per cent was deducted as & 'bachelor’' tax.
The material situation of teachers in Bulgarie is thus difficult. They can hardly moke
8 living and only with the greatest difficulties can they buy clothing. .

"In 1952 summer vacations for teachers were reduced to 10 days. During the remaining
time they must work as state employees om collective farms or /s%te delivery offices. .
Holidays were also cut to one week twice in a school year.

"Formerly the teacher in Bulgarie was much respected; now he can be pushed QU
by any Communist. The people also look at him with suspicion. They do not trust him
or have friendship for him as before. ‘

Teachers in the Chelopechene Elementary School

. "In 1952 the director of the elementary school; cslled ProgiMzm Vagil Levsaki jin the
village of Chelopechene in the Sofia district was an old, experienced teacher named
Nikola Stoyev. He| |had held his post before the Communist coup of

9 September 194%%4. He enjoyed great respect and had considersble influence in the village

-and the area, He was a real democrat and had never belonged to sny political party or
organization., Afier the coup of O September 1944 e Communists considered firing him

from thie post. He was saved by the village and by one of his teachers (Stoysn Grozdsnov),

who previously had been arrested on charges of pro-Commmnist activities but relessed
after Stoyev had made an official declaration guaraanteeing Grozdanov's integrity. The
Director would like tc retain his post until he becomes entitled to the old age pension.
However, there is little hope that he will, as the situation was becoming more and
‘tense. It is quite probable that he already has been dismissed. The young Leachev AN
realized that he wes not in CP favor, ceased to respect.and obey’ him. %he Wirector, who
formerly enjoyed great respect among the teachers and mansged the school well, began .
feel insecure. Sometimes he asked those young teachers hov to desl with certain Drobe
lems in accordance with the new methods. .

"Another old teacher is Stoyan Grozdanov,| an old Communist but a good tescher
and a decent man. He well reaslized how much wrong the (P had done since the 1944 couy
and he often protested various actions. He openly contended that neither workers nor
peasants had gained any benefits and opposed the forcible collectivization of land, .
Shortly after the 194k coup he was respected by the Party, but later on . the Party ceased

to consider his opinionq;; The village liked him and supported him.

"The third old teacher was Angel Popov, | |who was appointed only after 9.Septeme
ber 1944. Before that date he had been an organizer of the Brannik organization. After
the coup he tried to join the CP but was refused admission, and so he joined the pro-
regime faction of the Peasant FParty. He took part in activities of the Fatherland Front
and was a member of the control commission of the local collective farm. He tried to
ke;e.i aloog from the two other organizations(Brannik and the CP). As a teacher he was
quise good.
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"His wife, Mara Popova, was an old, well qualified teacher. She has not belonged. to sny
pro-regime organizations except for the women's crganizetion to which all wrman mast belong.

"',Dhe most active young teacher was Margerita ﬁ'banchemgl |dxmghter of the former owner 25X1
of the flour mills at Bela Slatina which were nationalized. OShe was a membor of the

Dimitrov's Peasant Youth Union end ook an active part in the activities of this orga.niza-
tion.She had & bad reputation in the village because of her love affairs. She neglected

her du.ties as a teacher, and the dlreotor often had to work for her. '

"'I‘he second young woman teacher was Parvoletka Spag QV&»EW&'&O came from the village. 25X1
She completed secondary educabion (Gymnagimm) and had finished a course at the Pedagogical
Institute. ' She was a very good teacher and did not belong to azay m'ganizwbien, She was

married to a gecond 11eutenant. She was critical of the regime."

= end =
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